Housing 'scandal’ laid to congressional laxit

X y
Afro-American (1893-1988); May 1, 1954; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Baltimore Afro-American

pg. 3

Housing ‘scandal’ laid
to congressional laxity

WASHINGTON—
men had been  as
“serutinizing the affawrs”

1 Congress
diligent in
of the

Federal Housing Administration .
as they were in <ashing puhhu i

not tota
scandalm

cwe would
th

housing,
be faced with
revelations. an
told a Senate appropriations sub-
committee thix weck.

Testifying before the subcom-
mittee April 2), Clarence Miteh

oll. director of the NAACP:
Washington  bhurcau. asserted: .
“Year after year. the public
housing program has been scut.’
tledt by the same persoas who:
showered every possible advan!-
age on FIIAT
A View

He added that “in the eves of
some House members. the chief
'sin of the public housing pro-

(gram is that it helps the weak .,

“and the bumble.”
These  House  members.  he
said, “‘seem 1o believe that the

“ereated by the House in cutling
-+ public
NAACP ofiicial  §

that it
the riech

chief virlue of FHA
enjoys the support of
and the powerful.”
AMr. Mitchell asked for dlurific}
cation of the presemt confusion

1~

This could be
done. he noted, by authorizing
the construction of 140000 new
public housing units for the best
four years, as proposed hy:
President Eisenhower.

A Good Beginning .

This would not be enough. Mr
i Mitchell contended, hut it wouid
be a good beginning,

The NAACE representatise oy
timated that present slum elears.
“ance  programs  will displacc‘
71,000 families and that ome!
135000 of these will he eligible,
“{or public housing.

It is still impossible {o seed
how we can have a productive |
slum  clearance amd  redeviop-.
ment program withouw! publie
housing.” he said.

housing.
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